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JOE ANDERSON EXCLUSIVE
We spoke to Mayor Joe 

Anderson in June about 
some local issues in the area. 
Here’s what he had to say!

Now that Croxteth Hall is being 
kept under council ownership after 
a lengthy bidding process, how is it 
going to be maintained and managed? 
How are previous problems that the 
council experienced with funding 
going to be avoided in the future?

Joe Anderson: It’s an approach that’s 
going to be adopted not just with Croxteth 
Hall. Everyone talks about green space, 
and we all want to protect green space as 
much as we can, but I want to make sure 
that the green space we’ve got is used. 
I get frustrated with parks in this city 

that are underused, where there is very 
little to do. Other than the farm, and 
Croxteth Hall, which isn’t used, there’s 
nothing to do there. It’s a massive asset, 
we’ve got to commercialise the building 
and make it sweat. We had two bids, and 
the bids had some really strong merits, 
but they had weaknesses as well, and 

what I wasn’t going to do was allow the 
total commercialisation of Croxteth Hall, 
which meant that the public weren’t able 
to use it. I want to make sure that we 
commercialise Croxteth, but we also do it 
with Sefton Park, with Calderstones Park, 
with Walton Park, and we get more for our 
money. 
It costs us around £11m every year to 

manage and maintain our green spaces, 
and that’s money that just comes out of 
council tax payers’ coffers, but without 
any money being raised. We’ve got to 
look at possibilities, such as Croxteth Hall 
having a restaurant, a café, putting on 
live events in the park, such as the CBBC 
festival, from which the return will be 
massive. 
It has a veterinary centre, a stables, 

yet none of the kids from the most 
disadvantaged backgrounds can access it 
and go riding there. Why? It’s madness 
that we don’t provide that facility when 
we have the capability, and a veterinary 
school that would be willing to help us 
manage our horses and stock. Let’s buy 
horses, let’s build our own stables, and 
make sure we have people who can teach 

kids how to ride. We need to maximise its 
potential by matching it with a vision that 
can deliver. It’s been a slow process with 
the cuts the council has faced, but we’re 
getting there.

Plans for Stonebridge Cross have 
been in the pipeline for years, and 
have changed several times. Residents 
are getting frustrated at how progress 
is not being made with this valuable 
piece of land, and have been told for a 
long time that plans for the site will be 
unveiled ‘in a few weeks’. What are the 
plans for Stonebridge Cross, and when 
will they begin?

JA: Of course, it’s very frustrating. 
What we want is the ability to help the 
community sustain itself, and part of that 
is attracting businesses and jobs to the 
area. While Amazon were interested in the 
site about 5 years ago, we hung on, as even 
though they aren’t the best of companies, 
they were providing jobs, and we would 
have been able to influence wages and 
skills, but it didn’t come off.
Continued on p.3.
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Summer Samba
in Norris Green

The long-awaited CBBC Summer 
Social took place in Croxteth Park 

in the first weekend of August.
The outdoor festival was held over 

three days, from 3rd to 5th August, and 
saw 25,000 people come through the 
gates to enjoy the event. 
The Summer Social had come under 

fire, for various reasons. As reported 
in Issue 5 of Alt Valley Voice, the prices 
of the tickets (£30.80 per person per 
day) along with the closing off of the 
estate from the public for the duration 
of the event, meant people questioned 
whether the festival would benefit the 
local area at all.
This frustration was heightened when, 

at the end of July, a code was leaked 
that meant around 4,000 tickets went 
on sale for just £1. These discounted 
tickets were not meant for the general 
public; they were supposed to be for 
event partners to distribute to specific 
community groups, who would not 
otherwise have been able to afford to 
go. 

However, once the code was shared on 
social media, it meant that all the tickets 
were bought up quickly, and most of the 
people they were intended for missed 
out. 
Some groups did still receive tickets, 

thanks to the efforts of local councillors. 
Croxteth Gems, for example, were given 
over 200 tickets to the festival, after 

Cllr Joann Kushner managed to secure 
Sunday tickets for the organisation.
As Liverpool City Council hope to 

make this an annual event, hopefully, 
next year, these shortcomings will be 
rectified, and local people will be given 
ample opportunity to enjoy the events in 
their area.

CBBC festival continues to be divisive

Scargreen Recreation Ground saw the annual Norris Green 
Carnival take place on Saturday 11th August.

1,700 people came to the park throughout the day, in the glorious 
summer sunshine, to take part in the wealth of activities.
The event, organised by Norris Green Community Alliance, had arts 

and crafts, bouncy castles, fairground rides, face painting, donkey 
rides, dance performances, and much more. 
The Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Christine Banks, was in attendance, 

as well as local councillors and community groups, who had stalls to 
offer advice and support. 
The day was a huge success, thanks to the Community Alliance, 

volunteers, and others who helped organise the event – we can’t wait 
to see what next year brings!
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Continued from front page...

We’ve had other offers, and I’ve now 
pushed to say we need to have a decision 
– in a matter of six to eight weeks, a 
decision should be made on what we’re 
going to do. There’s a serious, I think, 
ethical company that is talking to us, 
we’re talking 600-800 jobs, and we’ll be 
able to use our influence to make sure 
local people get into jobs and get into 
training. The role of the council and ward 
councillors will be to make sure people 
can access these jobs within the area. 
We’re also looking at housing, and some 

retail. My view is that you can’t just build 
houses, you have to build communities, 
and within that is jobs and work – you 
need to get the balance right. So if we 
did build houses, it would be a mixture 
of elderly people’s accommodation, 
bungalows, family accommodation, things 
that sustain the community. We’ve got to 
try and nurture the local area. 
If we built houses on the site, it would 

generate a large income for the council 
as they would be under our housing 
development company, bringing in rent 
and council tax, which would probably be 
just as good as what a business would be 
paying us in business rates. 
However, the businesses bring jobs, so if 

we can get the jobs, that is what I want to 
secure, but what I can’t and won’t allow is 
this pause on the site, we’ve got to try and 
move it on. It’s on my mind every week, 
it’s not for the want of trying that it’s 
been left for so long!

What impact will the inclusive 
growth plan have on the area of North 
East Liverpool?

JA: It’ll have an impact not just on the 
North East of the city, but everywhere. 
Obviously the economical hub of any 
city is the city centre, and people talk 
about this wealth ‘trickling down’, but 
with the inclusive growth plan, not only 
do we look at opportunities for things to 
be invested in outside of the city centre, 
we’ve got to try and connect people to 
those opportunities, too. 
We’ve got to look at things in a different 

way. We have to find a solution that 
supports specific problems in specific 
areas, and spend the money we have 
differently in particular places to make a 
difference in communities. 
The inclusive growth plan aims to engage 

neighbourhoods, as well as challenge them 
to be more innovative with the money 
that we have, that is their money, that 
we can give back to the community, so 
there’s a little bit of competition to how 
they do things. Different areas require 
different things and have different assets 

and opportunities that they can exploit, 
and that’s how you get inclusive growth; 
it’s their assets, the money we spend is 
the people’s money, and as the custodians 
of it, we try to spend it in the way we see 
fit. Inclusive growth is about encouraging 
people to engage with how we do it – for 
example, if someone came up with an 
idea to save money on refuse collection or 
recycling, that money will be given back 
to the community to spend. 
It’s about instilling the values of looking 

after our communities and ourselves, 
for example, getting the youth service 
to look at how they might work with 
the environmental team to protect the 
environment, and we could give them 
subsidies to do that. It’s just about 
thinking differently, and as we have 
very little money, we need to ‘shake the 
kaleidoscope’, and look at different, better 
ways to spend our money. We want 
everyone to feel part of the city.

How many houses will be built as 
part of the Foundations development 
in Dovecot? Are these houses going to 
be for sale or only to rent? Are they 
going to be affordable housing? 

JA: Initially there’ll be around 250 in the 
patches of land that we’ve got, with a 
mixture of different housing. There will 
be direct rent opportunities, leasing and 
shared ownership, and what we call ‘rent 
to buy’, where we set an affordable rent, 
but also top slice some of that rent which 
we then put into a deposit for them, so 
they can buy the house in five years. We 
will then licence ourselves to have the 
‘help to buy’ scheme that the government 
provide, so we can get money from central 
government as well as what they have 
saved for a deposit on a house. 
The lease is another way: people sign 

a lease, and become the owner of the 
property immediately, 
but it means they’ve 
signed up to have that 
property for 25-30 years. 
If they decide to move, 
people can sell the lease 
on to someone else for 
the remaining amount of 
time. It’s a new way of 
doing council houses. 
It’s an exciting 

opportunity. We’ll be 
building bungalows, so 
for example, if an older 
couple want to get out 
of their old house as 
it is too big for them, 
they can sell it to us and 
move into one of our 
properties that has the 
adaptations they need, 

and their old house then becomes part of 
our stock. 
We spend about £7 million a year on 

adapting properties to make them accessible 
to people, with stair lifts, walk-in showers 
etc., because the property they live in isn’t 
fit for purpose. If we provide them with 
a house that already has everything they 
need, then we don’t have to spend more 
money on their existing property, but can 
take it off them and give them a house that 
is better for them. This is a scheme that will 
be being rolled out across the city – we have 
plans to build 10,000 houses as part of the 
Foundations housing company, and we have 
about 4,000 houses already earmarked. 
Owning your own home is an aspiration 

that everyone should be able to achieve, and 
the only reason they can’t is because the 
private sector and the banks rip them off. 
If we can intervene and help the situation, 
that’s exactly what we should do; it’s 
sensible socialism – it makes money for us, 
and it helps people as well. 

Editorial note:

We got back in touch several times 
with Liverpool City Council regarding 
the future of Stonebridge Cross. 
The time frame specified by Joe 

Anderson in the interview had well 
passed, yet nothing had been made 
public over what decision had been 
made.
At the time of writing, Alt Valley Voice 

has still received no reply, and so it 
appears that Stonebridge Cross will 
remain in limbo for some time longer.

Diddy Daycare Croxteth
Back Gillmoss  Lane

L11 0AY
0151 546 4388



Council review into Croxteth academy process
Following the sudden decision in 

July to transform Croxteth Primary 
into an academy, Liverpool City 
Council is launching a review into the 
process.
After the recent Ofsted inspection, 

where the school was deemed 
‘inadequate’, steps were very swiftly 
made to academise the school under 
the Rainbow Education Multi-Academy 
Trust. The law that determines 
whether schools should enter forced 
academisation comes from central 
government, meaning there was little 
the council could do to halt it.
However, when the school was last 

inspected in 2013, it received a ‘good’ 
rating from Ofsted,  and had a further  
monitoring visit in February 2016, 
when it was reviewed as having taken 
‘effective action to maintain the high 
standards of behaviour and attitudes 
identified at the previous inspection’. 
This means that, essentially, in 
two years, the school has rapidly 

deteriorated to such a point that 
its fate has been removed from the 
council’s hands. 
The speed at which the school has 

supposedly declined has led people to 
begin asking questions. 

How does a good school become so 
poor in such a short space of time? 

What interim measures were taken to 
ensure that this did not occur? 
School Improvement Liverpool, an 

arm of Liverpool City Council, provides 
training and support services to the 
city’s schools; its purpose is make sure 
that schools are achieving to the best 
of their ability. How, then, did ‘Little 
Crocky’ fall through the cracks? 
These questions that have arisen are 

why the council has launched a review 
into the process. £5.4m has been spent 
on the school, making it a valuable asset 
to the community, and the reason there 
has been interest from academies. 
When the Rainbow Trust first entered 

the school in March, after the Ofsted 
report, parents asked whether the 
school was being taken over by the 
Trust – they were told: ‘no’. Academies, 
as was reported in the last issue of Alt 
Valley Voice, are not beholden to a local 
authority, they have complete control 
over their own curriculum, and also can 
mploy teachers who are not qualified. 
There is also evidence that schools 
that remain under local authority 
control after being deemed ‘inadequate’ 
perform better than schools that are 

The speed at which the 
school has supposedly 

declined has led people to 
begin asking questions. 
How does a good school 
become so poor in such a 

short space of time? 

“

”

The Friends of Norris Green 
Park are proud that the park 

is the latest across the City to be 
included in the LFC Fundation’s 
Open Goals programme of free 
weekend sports & fun physical 
activities.
 The LFC Foundation is the official 

charity of Liverpool Football Club, 
and Open Goals encourages families 
to be active together.  
Sessions are suitable for children 

5 years & over, and delivered by 
qualified coaches and are supported 
by Liverpool John Moores 
University Volunteers.  
You can find them in the park 

every Saturday (1:30 - 3:00) by the 
new play equipment.  So far over 30 
different families have participated, 
with sessions averaging 15 
youngsters each week.     
You will also see volunteers out 

and about getting the area ready 
for the sessions every Saturday 
morning, and cleaning up on 
Monday mornings after the busy 
weekends.  
The park has recently been selected 

for a gardening programme on 
Channel 5. Two teams of gardeners 
will create gardens in the park, with 
the winner being exhibited at the 
RHS show - and Norris Green gets 
to keep the gardens!

Helen Ball
Friends of Norris Green Park

Academies are not 
beholden to a local 

authority, they have 
complete control over their 
own curriculum, and also 
can employ teachers who 

are not qualified

“

”

converted into academies.
Joe Anderson, along with Croxteth 

councillor Joann Kushner, came to 
the Communiversity in Croxteth in 
August, to meet with some of the 
concerned parents. He assured them 
that the council would review the 
process, looking into the speed of the 
transition, and whether any possible 
oversights have been made. 
Parents are in the dark over when 

the transformation into an academy 
will be finalised – so what next for 
Little Crocky?

Busy months 
ahead for Norris 
Green Park

Page 4



Page 5

New lease of life for Broadway fixture
Although only in its infancy, this idea would 

revitalise the area, fill a gap in the market, 
create jobs, and allow people to set up their own 
businesses.

Barry Kushner, councillor for Norris Green, 
said: 
‘This is a huge site with lots of potential. There 

is nowhere to go in the evening in Broadway, 
so we want to rejuvenate the area, and develop 
something so that there are places to eat out, and 
spend leisure time in the evening, as well as a 
shopping area.
‘Our offices are working on proposals to outline 

how we can go forward, and we are in talks with 
the lease holders.’
This is exciting news, and, if successful, will 

breathe new life into Broadway that is long 
overdue.

After the closing of the Co-Op on Broad Lane in July, councillors and 
local people have been looking at how to fill the gap for an affordable, 

community based outlet that the area has needed for a long time.
The closure of the Co-Op was a blow, especially as it was such a longstanding 

fixture of Broadway; however, the shop was no longer meeting the 
requirements of the local area. 
With little investment in the Broad Lane store, and considerably higher 

prices, the Co-Op has gradually become more gentrified, abandoning their 
community ethos in favour of pouring more money into their higher-end 
shops in the south of the city. 
Broadway was once a thriving shopping area, but has seen a decline in recent 

years, due to large supermarkets forcing many local businesses under. 
However, a new idea for a ‘people’s shop’ has been floated by councillors, 

which would return to the older idea of a community-based shopping 
experience. 
Although in very early stages, the idea proposes that the former Regal cinema 

and Mecca Bingo site, which has been shut up since the smoking ban came 
into force in 2007, will be transformed into a market place, with fresh food 
shops, a café, seasonal stores, creative spaces, an independent cinema, as well 
as restaurants, which would also create an evening economy. 
Ideas for planning have included knocking the building down and having 

containers, keeping the front of the old building and having containers in the 
back, or maybe keeping the building intact and having shops inside.

We want to develop 
something so that there are 
places to eat out, and spend 

leisure time in the evening, as 
well as a shopping area”

“

Light up the Night with Woodlands Hospice
Woodlands Hospice ‘Light up the 

Night’ – Let’s Glow is a new evening 
walk in the hospice fundraising calendar.  
The walk takes place on Saturday 13th 

October and begins at Crosby Lakeside 
Adventure Centre, heading along the 
coastline before taking you around the leafy 
streets of Crosby and Waterloo.  The walk 
finishes back at the Lakeside Centre where 
there will be hot food and refreshments 
waiting, along with a medal and big thank 
you from us all.
There is a 5k and 10k option and, as there 

are prizes for most brightly dressed, we are 
encouraging you to dress up as brightly as 
possible.  Every participant gets a free Light 
up the Night t-shirt to wear for the walk 
and accessories will be available to buy on 
the night.  Fundraising is essential to keep 
Woodlands Hospice services running.  To 
continue to provide our services free of 
charge we need to raise more than £3,500 

every day and we can only do this with 
your help.  We are looking to raise a total 
of £30,000 from this event so every little 
counts and there will also be a prize for 
the most sponsorship raised.
One of our supporters, Marie Foster, 

shares why she has decided to support our 
‘Light up the Night’ Walk.  
“I took part in the moonlight walk last 

year along with a group of friends to raise 
funds while my mum was a patient at the 
hospice. We decided to take part as my 
mum took great comfort from Woodlands 
and the people she met while attending.  
Great friends were made during her time 
at the hospice helping her to come to 
terms with her illness and communicate 
her feelings to us without feeling scared 
to talk about it. Mum was so proud that 
we had done this for a place that she held 
so close to her heart. 
This year we are doing the ‘Light up the 

Night’ – Let’s Glow in memory of my 
mum who sadly passed away in November 
2017. We will be joined by friends and 
family who have seen throughout mum’s 
care what Woodlands provided to her 
during her illness and to us as a family 
since. We can’t thank Woodlands enough 
and I know mum would be over the moon 
that we are continuing to fundraise in her 
memory.  Woodlands is such an amazing 
place we are so lucky to have on our 
doorstep and I urge as many people as 
possible to join me in helping patients 
and families just like mine and to beat 
the target of raising £30,000 through the 
walk”. 

Carole Riley
Woodlands Hospice



Townsend Avenue under construction, June 1928: It’s amazing to see how empty the roads look before everyone had 
cars. Keep an eye on our Blast from the Past feature every issue for more pictures of a bygone era!
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MINDFULNESS WITH DR DAVE WOOD 

“I can see clearly now the 
rain has gone … I can see 
all obstacles in my way.”

Jimmy Cliff

I’ve always been intrigued by that 
saying about burying your head 

in the sand. For starters, I’ve found 
that, sometimes, when we don’t 
react to something straight away, the 
issue does sort itself out.
But the problem with that statement 

is the word ‘react’. When faced with 
difficulties, we need to learn to act, 
rather than react. That is, to make 
an informed and definite response 
rather than one which is based on 
our initial emotion. And that is 
where the advice from this Jimmy 
Cliff hit from 1993 comes in to its 
own.
We need to see clearly to be able to 

make good decisions. Seeing clearly 
means noticing how we feel, but not 
allowing the potential rain cloud of 
our emotions to take control of our 
actions. When we begin to do this, 
as we face challenges in life, we can 
start to take a more informed view of 
how best to respond and address the 
underlying issues.
“Gone are the dark clouds that 

had me blind.” As we begin to take 
control, the darkness of a clouded 
vision may begin to lift. Yet that 
doesn’t mean we won’t have a 

load of puddles (for puddles read 
problems) around us to deal with. 
The difference is that now we can 
see the puddles for what they are; 
puddles, as opposed to oceans.
Seeing clearly gives us a new 

perspective, and one which might 
just help us to enjoy the challenges 
we face as a chance to try something 
new and see what happens.  Just 
like when a child enjoys jumping in 
puddles – they may get a little wet 
and messy, but they like seeing what 
happens to the water. 
Similarly, it may also give us the 

perspective that doing nothing may 
very well just be the best option.
So perhaps once we get our current 

struggles in to a more informed and 
controlled perspective, like Jimmy 
Cliff, we too can say; “It’s gonna be 
a bright (bright) bright (bright) ... 
sunshine-y day”.

Every edition, Alt Valley 
Voice features a wellbeing 

column, written by Dr 
Dave Wood, a life coach 

and trainer, and founder of 
Metanoeo CIC and Realign 

Coaching.

Blast from the Past: Townsend Avenue, 1928
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Work commences on Dam Wood Path
It has been over a year since the 

development of the Croxteth 
Community Path Link, known locally as 
The Cowies. 
This improvement to the local path 

network reconnected 4,500 people from 
Old Croxteth with the Country Park 
and neighbouring Croxteth Path Estate, 
encouraging more people to be more 
active, allowing increased access to 
Dam Wood and further opportunities 
for health, leisure and community 
involvement.
This was a challenging project led by 

The Cass Foundation, a local charity 
that improves health by enhancing 
the environment through strategic 
green Infrastructure projects, in close 
collaboration with The Friends of 
Croxteth Greenspaces, the local schools, 
councillors, residents and community 
organisations.
The increased use of the Cowies path 

highlighted the need for the old woodland 
track to be upgraded and the drainage 
issues addressed. This path is frequently a 
mud bath throughout the year and access 
for people with mobility issues, bicycles, 
prams and small children has, up to now, 
been very difficult.
Following the success of the Cowies Path 

Link and the evident need for further 
resurfacing, The Cass Foundation secured 
funding from Veolia Environmental 
Trust and Liverpool City Council for 
further improvements. We are excited 
to announce that work is now well 
underway to repair a kilometre of 

footpath network through the woods.
Planned works include drainage 

improvements, resurfacing of the path 
and new gate features at Fir Tree Drive 
and Oak Lane North to allow access for 
pedestrians, buggies, wheelchairs, bicycles 
and even horses.
Anthony Lavelle, local councillor for 

Croxteth ward said: ‘It’s great to see this 
much needed pathway improvement 
work coming to completion. The path 
was closed for the best part of ten years. 
Thanks to the determination of local 
residents, the path reopened last year and 
has become a well-used route between 
both sides of the community. We have 
thus made it a priority to have the path 
fully accessible to all. A particular thanks 
to the Friends of Croxteth Green Spaces 
group and The Cass Foundation for their 
tireless work on this project.’
As part of this project we have 10 

conservation task days available to local 
schools and community groups.  If you 
would like to be involved, please contact 
info@cassfoundation.org.uk or call us on 
0151 558 0886.
From September, we will also be hosting 

monthly task days for local people and 
families. Activities will include habitat 
management, rhododendron clearance, 
tree planting, wildflower planting, litter 
picking, bird and bat box making and 
wildlife identification. Specialist bird and 
bat surveys are planned for 2019 so make 
sure to keep in touch.
For further information follow us on 

twitter: @cass_foundation, @FOCGgroup, 
@lancswildlife or find us on Facebook at 
‘The Cass Foundation’ and ‘The Friends of 
Croxteth Greenspaces’.
Annick Laroque

l Dovecot MAC have regular groups 
and activities that meet every week:

Book Club: Mon, 1pm–2pm
Computers for Beginners: Mon, 10-12
Brunch Group: Tues, 11– 12
Riverside Job Club - help with CVs and 
job applications: Tues & Thurs, 10–3 
Rhyme Time: Weds, 12–12.30 
Smoke Free Liverpool: Weds, 1-3

l Fazakerley Community Library’s 
regular events include:
Sign Time: Fri, 10-11 - fun activities 
with sign language
Men’s Shed: new project where you 
can share gardening and DIY skills. 
Money Skills: help with spending.
Call 0151 792 0958 or call in for more.

l There are a lot of folk dancing 
activities and classes beginning in 
September. Irish ceilidhs are on the last 
Wednesday of the month at the Irish 
centre on West Derby Road. For more 
info: www.liverpoolirishcentre.org or
www.madfolk.org.uk

l Men’s Health Event, with free 
health checks, massage therapists, and 
goody bags. Walton Sports Centre, 
Tues 18th September, 9-12.

l The next two Friends of Norris 
Green Park meetings to discuss 
progress will be held:
Tues 4th Sept, 6.30-8pm Norris Green 
Park
Tues 6th Nov, 6.30-8pm, Lingmell Inn

l The Cass Foundation are hosting 
several volunteer sessions at Dam 
Wood Croxteth Path Link. The first is 
Saturday 15th September, then every 
3rd Saturday. 10.30am-1pm. Brews and 
butties provided. Meet at the entrance 
to Dam Wood by the roundabout at Fir 
Tree Drive/Oak  Lane North

l Visually impaired running group is 
beginning for both adults and juniors 
from Thursday 13th September, 
from St Vincents School. To register 
interest, contact George Ferguson on 
07970 637687  or George.Ferguson@
henshaws.org.uk.



ALT VALLEY SPORT

HAVE YOU GOT A 
STORY FOR US?

If your community group or sports team has a story or 
photograph for us, email phillipawilliams@altvalley.co.uk

TRIP OF A LIFETIME: At Euro Disney

Alt Valley Voice 
is looking for volunteer writers!

Do you have a recipe to share? Some local history? Feature 
stories?

We want to hear from you!

Contact phillipawilliams@altvalley.co.uk 

for more information

Liverpool has a long, proud boxing tradition. Like 
other industrial, working class areas of Britain, the 

city has produced some of the country’s finest boxers over 
the last 150 years.

Croxteth itself is renowned for its boxing talent. Croxteth 
Amateur Boxing Club (ABC) was originally set up in 

Mossway Hall in 1974, by local man Nat Abbott. In the club’s 
infancy, Abbott had to battle to get a portable ring (they were 
initially just using four chairs), and to get the club affiliated 

so the 35 youngsters could compete.
The club has been in Croxteth Sports Centre since it 

opened 33 years ago, and has become a stable fixture in the 
community, run on a voluntary basis by Wayne and Richie 

Rooney.
As talented boxers in their own right, they have worked 

with countless kids in the community – as featured in the 
last issue of Alt Valley Voice, Jack Turner of Croxteth ABC 

recently won gold at the Monkstown International Box Cup 
in Dublin. 

After 44 years, the club is still going strong, and Richie and 
Wayne still voluntarily run the club. 

Here are some pictures of the club over the years...

A quick look at... Croxteth ABC

Croxteth Sports Centre 
0151 548 3421

Walton Sports Centre
0151 523 3472

Gym memberships from £15 a 
month


